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Mary Shelley’s and Ann Radcliffe’s fear comparison.
Fear is the defense mechanism that keeps humans from danger. This theme has been executed in various ways by both Mary Shelley and Ann Radcliff in their novels, Frankenstein and The Mysteries of Udolpho respectively. However, both authors convey their motif in different perspectives, with some few similarities on their view on the subject. Mary Shelley presents the theme of fear to show readers the deep meanings in the wake of human nature in her book, Frankenstein. She also uses fear in the book to initiate human attentions and emotions. Likewise, Ann Radcliff, in her book, The Mysteries of Udolpho, uses the theme of fear to forecast elements of human psychology and to engage the readers to the main concepts and ideas. Both authors create a significant impact by their capability to employ the theme of fear.
First, both authors employed fear to initiate human sensation towards certain aspects in their lives. In Frankenstein, the main character mentions that he is awaiting the approach of a demonical corpse. This clearly shows that the character is afraid since eventually the monster would approach. Similarly, there is quote from the same book, “I took refuge in the courtyard belonging to the house which I inhabited, where I remained during the rest of the night, walking up and down in the greatest agitation, listening attentively, catching and fearing each sound as if it were to announce the approach of the demoniacal corpse to which I had so miserably given life.” (Wolschak & Dorothea 14) This sends a message that the character is afraid and is running away from something that could harm him.
Correspondingly, Ann Radcliffe has utilized fear in this same perspective through the literary setting device as is clear from the quote in The Mysteries of Udolpho, “The gloom of these shades, their solitary silence, except when the breeze swept over their summits, the tremendous precipices of the mountains, that came partially to the eye, each assisted to raise the solemnity of Emily’s feelings into awe; she saw only images of gloomy grandeur, or of dreadful sublimit, around her; other images, equally gloomy and equally terrible, gleamed on her imagination.” (Ann 7) This passes across a message that the character was in fear.
In addition, the manner in which both authors described the natural features in their books brought about a vivid description of fear. In the book, Frankenstein, Mary Shelley describes the mountain setting greatly in a way that shows the feature is indescribable by humans. This is similar to the Mysteries of Udolpho where Ann Radcliffe speaks about the woods. These features are strange to the people and they lack words to describe about them. 
Nevertheless, the theme of fear has been used in different outlooks by Ann Radcliffe and Mary Shelley.  To begin with, Mary Shelley’s setting gives the book much power by enabling her to analyze the conflict that occurs between Science and nature. The tone slightly shifts across the books since Walton is more reserved while Frankenstein is melancholic and his monster is enraged. However, each of them believes that bad things are bound to happen. 
Radcliffe’s book, however, brings about fear in a different manner. The spooky old castles and mansions, the bumpy state of characters’ minds as they attempt to navigate back to the logic world and the rationality of unexplained events which seem supernatural and cultic. Other causes are believed by the characters to have a logical explanation that is difficult to understand by humans. All these were due to the faraway mountains hiding secret passages that proved unlikely to comprehend by the humans. The book focuses more on fear of the unknown as opposed to the book of Frankenstein where the characters fear what they can clearly see and experience.
Another contrast is how to handle the theme of fear in both books. This has been handled differently by both authors. In The Mysteries of Udolpho, Ann Radcliffe gives the heroine in the story a feeling that half the battle is fighting the enemy (Behrend & Stephen 26). However, the character comments that they would rather faint than face up to her worst fears.  She knows that fears develop sorrow and rage. On the other hand, Mary Shelley uses her character in a different way in matters fear. Frankenstein also knows his enemy is the monster but instead of running away from it, he goes after it in order to eliminate it and live a fearful life thereafter.
The figures of speech used in Frankenstein, “Satan had his companions, fellow-devils, to admire and encourage him; but I am solitary and abhorred” depict that Frankenstein is describing his fear in form of a devil. On the other side of the coin, Radcliffe describes the character’s fear in form of supernatural and cultic manner.
In conclusion, both authors of the books, Frankenstein and The Mysteries of Udolpho have used the theme of fear to create an impact in the minds of the readers. It also helps to create vivid pictures of the plot of their stories.
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